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contrived that Prussia has the general management,
subject only to a limited restraint by her associates.
And herein there is a marked contrast between the
American and German federal systems. That of the
United States is based on the equality of the members j
and a decided preponderance on the part of any one
State would destroy the character of the union. That
of Germany, on the contrary, is organized on a plan
that can work successfully only in case one member
is strong enough to take the lead, and keep the main
guidance in its own hands;1 for if the States were
nearly equal, their mutual jealousy would effectually
prevent the sovereign of any one of them from infus-
ing a real vitality into the office of Emperor, while the
control of the Bundesrath over the administration
would paralyze the executive unless that body derived
its impulse from a single source.

1 Of. Dupriez, vol. i. pp. 475-77.